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Current Situation — Japan

Japan - daily Infections (past 30 days)
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National Reproduction Rate — (R 0.96)

Daily infections have been falling slowly for the
past nine days. Cases remain a little over
40,000/day as compared to an all-time high of
about 80,000, which occurred in February of this
year.

Although infections rose marginally during the

first half of April, this occurred against a
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background of falling critical illness and
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rollout of booster vaccines in elderly and other
1,800 more vulnerable individuals. While it seems
1,000 increasingly unlikely that infections will drop to
the very low levels seen in the Autumn of last

year, it is reasonable to expect the omicron
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Ria0 e LA BTG variant to shift to a pattern of circulating
without causing high levels of significant illness.
This could effectively end the pandemic as the

virus becomes an endemic pathogen.

Increasing congestion, with waits of up to 7
hours, is being reported at Japanese airports as
daily arrival numbers reach 10,000. As yet there
has been no announcement on relaxation of
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immigration testing.
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Tokyo and the surrounding Kanto region

Tokyo daily infections, past 30 days (R 0.94)
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Infections in Tokyo and the Kanto region have been falling for longer than in most of the rest
of the country with the drop in the relative reproduction rate being greater than the
national average. Cases remain concentrated in younger people, with over 65% being
detected in individuals under the age of 40, who are less likely to have received booster
vaccinations.

Kanagawa daily infections, past 30 days (R 0.91)
5,000

3,750

2,500
1,250 |
0 -

27 Mar 2022 3 Apr 2022 10 Apr 2022 17 Apr 2022 24 Apr 2022

Saitama daily infections, past 30 days (R 0.92)
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Chiba daily infections, past 30 days (R 0.93)
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Hospital Care and Testing in Tokyo
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Hospital bed occupancy is relatively stable at 24.2% (1753 of 7229 beds in use) while
intensive care occupancy remains very low and stable at 2.5% (13 out of 510) of beds
being occupied at present. In both instances, there has been no reduction in the number
of available beds.

Testing for COVID 19
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The proportion of positive results in people presenting with infective symptoms has
fallen significantly since the start of this month and is now below 30% for the first
time since the omicron variant became established.
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Regional Situation

Relative to other prefectures, Hokkaido has experienced a steep increase in daily infections.
The reproduction number (1.04) is substantially higher than cities such as Tokyo,
Kanagawa, and Saitama, which have reproduction numbers less than 0.95 (see above):

Hokkaido (R 1.04)
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Since April, the number of cases in Shimane has shown an increasing trend. This may be
because very few people there between 10 to 40 years old who have taken the booster
shot. This is a significant factor in the increase in cases, as 90% of those infected have yet to

have received their boosters:

Shimane (R 1.07)
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COVID 19 Vaccinations in Japan

Vaccine doses administered (cumulative, nationwide, percentages)
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Over half of the population have now received a booster (51.4%), with the rate of
coverage rising to 87.1% in those aged 65 or above. A final decision on the
eligibility and time interval for second booster vaccinations (4™ shots) remains
pending, with the government intending to carry out the next round of inoculation
in the summer.

Booster (3rd) vaccine doses administered (cumulative, nationwide, percentages)
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